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An instance of the type of development which is taking
place in concrete occurs in the previously mentioned Dor-
chester Hotel in Park Lane, where the entire structure is of
reinforced concrete. In this building the whole of the upper
structure is carried upon a deep raft occurring over the
ground floor, and this is in turn carried on a few very large
and widely-spaced piers, so that the ground floor and base-
ment present a maximum of free and unobstructed space.

The supports of the upper floors are constituted by
reinforced slabs of wall, which run up vertically through the
building, and there are no individual stanchions. The outer
walls are themselves reduced to about 8", and are formed of
reinforced concrete poured between an inner skin of cork
and an outer skin of special slabs of concrete faced with
terrazzo.

The whole scheme, structurally considered, is typical of
a special material, and its adoption proves the possibility of
a departure from the type of skeleton frame construction
which is habitual in the steel frame building.

The system of construction employed at the Dorchester
Hotel contains that element of ' continuity * which Frank
Lloyd Wright has for long envisaged. He has aimed at the
elimination of post and beam in favour of the slab, in order
that walls, floors and ceilings might merge together in an
unbroken unity.

The slab, and its combination with the cantilever, is the
solution at which Wright arrived in the construction of his
Imperial Hotel at Tokio. -This construction was one of the
features which ensured the life of the building in the Tokio
earthquake, and seems to show that aesthetic properties in
the cantilever system go hand-in-hand with economic
structural stability.